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Psalm 115; Ephesians 5: 8-21; Esther 5                   

“In the Presence of the King…Part 2” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

If you knew you were going to die tomorrow, how would that change your 

life today? Or would it? That’s what Esther faced. On the eve of her possible 

death, she was probably thinking through strategies that would avoid that 

death. I believe she was praying for God’s timing of revealing her request to 

save her people at the right time. Some commentators feel she was showing 

her weakness and some emotional flaw she might have had in putting off her 

request, because she was too scared. But she seemed to know what she was 

doing. She had had those three days of fasting (and likely praying too!) to 

come up with a plan.  

 

The plan was to get as beautiful as possible, put on her finest royal robes and 

hope that King Xerxes would make the same decision he had made during 

the beauty contest, that he would fancy her and hold out the golden scepter. 

Otherwise she would die, and it didn’t matter what she planned. 

 

But indeed Xerxes does give her the green light to come into his presence, 

and with Middle Eastern hospitality now at light speed, he promises up to 

half his kingdom for whatever her request is.  Now you and I know that her 

request is to save her people, and consequently herself; that was what 

Mordecai had pleaded with her to do. And that is the goal. But that is not her 

request. What did she ask for? 

 

She invites Xerxes and Haman to a banquet. We all know by this time in the 

story that these two men loved to eat and drink. They were party boys. They 

enjoyed the finest things in life. In fact, later in the story, we hear Haman 

boasting about how wonderful his life is: his family, his riches, his power, 

his position, his reputation, you name it, and he’s got it (except one thing, 

but we’ll get to that). So Esther throws two banquets for her husband and his 

prime minister. 

 

Her plan is working. It is a plan to save her people. It is a plan that pivots on 

what pleases the king. Our spiritual lives also should pivot on what pleases 

the King of heaven. That’s why I put that Ephesians 5 passage into the 

readings today. We have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness to 

the kingdom of light. And the only way to know the difference between 
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darkness and light spiritually is by finding out what pleases the Lord, and to 

begin and continue that search in life. Ephesians 5:10 says: “find out what 

pleases the Lord.” (repeat) How do we find out what pleases the Lord? What 

would you say to someone asking that central question in a person’s spiritual 

life? 

 

My shorter answer is: “Listen to Him.” How do we listen to God? Esther 

fasted and likely prayed, and got a strategy. Today we first are instructed to 

listen to God through the Scriptures. That is why over the years I have spent 

here in Orleans and the decades before that in other congregations, I have 

consistently tried to turn us all back to the Bible. It is there we hear God 

speak. It is there, if we are quiet enough, that we get strategy for living. It is 

there we find God’s perspective on life, time to hang out with Jesus, and 

receive the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jonathan, this is a very basic answer. Do you expect us to simply open the 

book and read?  In a word, “Yes.” It is too easy to be distracted away from 

God’s Word. In fact, as I write this, there is a house fly that is buzzing 

around my head and pitching on my arm. That is the work of the devil, in 

summary. He wants to distract us in life. He wants to make us doubt God 

and turn to every other comfort in life, rather than turning to Jesus. 

 

So practically this means that I will continually be reminding you (and me) 

to set up a Bible plan to read through the Scriptures yearly. There are many 

apps and books that will help you do so. I currently use the YouVersion app 

on my phone, which is free on all devices and contains hundreds of reading 

plans, from three days to a week to a month, to a year and more. You don’t 

have start with the year programme. But you do have to start; and continue 

every day. Even if you don’t understand what you are reading, your reading 

brings your heart to God, and expresses to Him that you want to listen, even 

if listening takes time, effort, silence, discipline and self-denial. Are you able 

to read consistently, every day? If not, will you choose today to commit 

yourself to the Lord in reading Scripture? It is more important than 

devotional reading, and more important than saying a list of your prayers, as 

important as that is. The first priority of all our lives is to listen to the One to 

whom we will give account in the end. But more than our accountability, is 

the love, acceptance, truth, reality, perspective, endurance, hope and joy we 

can receive from that central relationship to our Lord. 
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We cannot figure out everything in life. I used to think I was smart enough 

to do so, and that the Lord would give me answers to everything. 

Unfortunately, I receive my brother’s death in that category of mystery. God 

is good and will do the right thing in judgment. As for me, I simply listen 

day by day; and receive what I need as God speaks. I desire the same for 

you, even better. But this listening through the Scriptures is crucial. So I 

bend your ear in this direction one more time. I give you warning I will do 

so many more times, because I too struggle in this discipline of listening, 

and Scripture reading. I too have to make the choice every day, and so many 

other things get in the way. Not just the housefly buzzing around my head 

right now. 

 

Choose the place and time where you will be able to devote yourself to the 

Lord for daily listening to Scripture. You will not regret it. Paul says, also in 

Eph. 5: 17: “Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will 

is.” Then he talks about not drinking too much wine, or being full of 

alcoholic spirits, but being full of the Holy Spirit, and singing praise to God. 

And be thankful. 

 

I’m sure Esther was thankful, when she saw her husband extend the golden 

scepter to her. I’m sure Esther was thankful to hear her king tell her he was 

willing to give her half the kingdom, no matter what. Would you have been 

tempted to ask for half the kingdom at that moment? Ten thousand talents of 

silver (375 tons of silver) was nothing to Xerxes. In that moment, in the 

king’s presence, it was better than winning the lottery. Would you have been 

tempted to take advantage of that moment, for personal gain? 

 

Esther was experiencing the generosity of her king at that moment. I have 

shared with you my moments of experiencing the generosity of my father 

when we were in the grocery store. He grew up poor, his father had been 

wounded in many ways in the trenches in WW1. My father worked from an 

early age to help the family meets its bills and eat. When Mom took me to 

the store, after having cut out the coupons from the newspaper, she told me 

all the things we were getting, and if I asked for something the answer was 

usually “no,” and I think I accepted it, rather than making a tantrum to get it. 

But when I went to the store with Dad, which wasn’t as frequent as the trips 

to the grocery store with Mom, he would tell me, “Put whatever you want in 

the basket.” It was quite a moment. He meant what he said. And still I didn’t 

put crazy expensive stuff into the basket, I didn’t want to take advantage of 

the moment, but I remember feeling like a winner on a game show, having 
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all the wonders of the world at my feet for a moment, as a gift. All this is a 

simple tribute to my father’s generosity. And you know we have a heavenly 

Father who is even more generous, but do you know you can put anything in 

the cart for your Father will pay at the check out? He will let you put all 

kinds of things in that cart. What will you choose? Will it be things that you 

desire just for you? Will it be things that will help you and promote God’s 

mission in your life and others’ lives? God lets you put so many things in 

your cart, as you breathe and choose every day. What are you choosing to 

put into the cart? 

 

Esther stuck with her plan. She would throw a banquet that very day for 

Xerxes and Haman. Then at that banquet she would invite them to a second 

banquet, where Xerxes again offers her anything she wants in her cart, up to 

half his kingdom. You have to read the next chapter to find out what 

happens. 

 

Meanwhile Haman goes home a happy man, pleased with his riches, his 

honour, his power, his reputation, his family (he had ten sons), his wife; he 

was pleased with everything in his life except Mordecai the Jew. That one 

man not bowing to him wrecks everything else in his perfect life. Is there 

one thing wrecking your life right now? It is time to give that one thing to 

the Lord. Don’t let a “bitter root grow up in you to cause trouble and defile 

many.” (Hebrews 12:15b) 

 

Haman was consumed with Mordecai. So he couldn’t wait to kill him for his 

disrespect. His wife Zeresh and his friends tell him to have a gallows built, 

seventy five feet tall (about 23 meters in the air), so everyone will see this 

Jew hung on a huge billboard, telling others, “Don’t do what he did! Show 

proper respect to the Prime Minister Haman!” Haman was delighted with 

this suggestion and made sure it was carried out, that is, the building of the 

gallows. There are still twists and turns in the story to come. Just as there are 

twists and turns in our stories, in our lives today. 

 

God is very much a part of this account, although His name is not 

mentioned. He is there. He wants us to learn from Esther, from Haman, from 

Mordecai and even from Xerxes. God has put the people in your life for a 

reason. Trust Him to speak to you about them and about you. Trust Him to 

give you life and hope, truth and reality, in this broken world. Give yourself 

again to Him, body, soul and spirit; all that you are, and He will bring you 

peace and wholeness.  Let us pray. 


